
Dear colleagues,
This email is both a reminder of the upcoming LARCA Environmental Humanities seminar on 'Auto-ethnographic reflections on ecological grief,' also the first online pre-panel for the international conference on Ecological Grief in the Literature and the Arts in the Anglophone World (3-4 April 2025, Université Paris Cité, LARCA & Institut Catholique de Paris); and an important notice: we will be using a new Teams link for this session, so please use the link below to join us
https://teams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-join/19%3ameeting_MGEyOWQ4MjAtMDNiMy00ZjEyLWFlZjgtODYzYTc0NjA3NTRh%40thread.v2/0?context=%7b%22Tid%22%3a%2249a50445-bdfa-4b79-ade3-547b4f3986e9%22%2c%22Oid%22%3a%226cfa0127-2418-43f1-9f31-ed656bbf421c%22%7d
We will have the great pleasure to listen to the following papers (abstracts below):
· ‘Exploring somatic solastalgia through auto-ethnographic photo-walks in Santiniketan, India’ with Aadita CHAUDHURY (York University, Toronto) 
· ‘The world is ending and we’re all going to die: autoethnographic reflections on anticipatory grief and planetary awareness’ with Jodie JARVIS (Ōtākou Whakaihu Waka/University of Otago, Aotearoa) 
We are aware that the time for this first meeting may be slightly unusual depending on where you are in the world, but do look forward to seeing some of you for this exciting session: this will be 2pm Toronto (Canada) time, 7pm London (UK) time, 8 pm Paris (France) time on Thursday 28 and 8 am Wellington (New Zealand) time on Friday 29. 
For more information on the other upcoming pre-panels, and the Paris international conference: https://environmentalhumanitieslarca.wordpress.com/ecological-grief/ 
With best wishes,
Laura Ouillon, Estelle Murail, Héloïse Lecomte
-
· ‘Exploring somatic solastalgia through auto-ethnographic photo-walks in Santiniketan, India’ with Aadita CHAUDHURY (York University, Toronto) 
Ecological change, including anthropogenic activities such as urban sprawl leave a resonant and prolonged shadow on the psyche that cannot be pinned down through traditional academic inquiry. Vocabulary, feelings, and even physiological tension patterns change with something as subtle and small as the hum of traffic off in the distance. The psychological impacts of climate change have been highlighted using terms such as "climate grief" and "eco-anxiety". However, they do little to address the heartbreaks that underlie the ruptures from millennia of co-evolution with our ecologies, and the relatively more "recent" ancestral memories of colonialism and displacement. There is a longing for re-connection and a deep sorrow that lives within our bones and sinews and becomes animated at an epigenetic level that eludes capture by academic definition precisely because it is a sensual, instinctive but haunting reality for many. I call this experience somatic solastalgia. In this provocation, I explore my own somatic solastalgia by contextualizing numerous photowalks I have taken in my hometown of Santiniketan, India, which is a site of rapid change due to the intensification of the local tourism sector and the resulting boom in real estate development. I weave in stories and memories of place-based intimacies with the more-than-human world and the changes it has gone through since my childhood, in between my transitory life across three continents. I contextualize this solastalgia in relation to the erosion of intimacies and cultural memories related landscapes, and their ongoing destruction and commodification, and offer interventions to imagine more nourishing futures that attend to such ruptures.
· ‘The world is ending and we’re all going to die: autoethnographic reflections on anticipatory grief and planetary awareness’ with Jodie JARVIS (Ōtākou Whakaihu Waka/University of Otago, Aotearoa) 
This paper draws on autoethnographic research (critical self-reflection and personal narrative) to explore how apocalyptic narratives can circulate an anticipatory, planetary grief. BIPOC scholars such as Kyle Whyte have rightfully pointed out that apocalyptic discourses can perpetuate colonial universalisms, where those most privileged fear not the end of the world, but a world of racialised capitalism and white supremacy. However, in this age of mass extinction and existential risk, anxieties about apocalypse can also prompt critical reflections on previously accepted imaginings of ‘the world’ as a monolithic and anthropocentric space. Borne of catastrophic climate futures, Anthropocene discourses of scale, and the unbearable weight of the Sixth Mass Extinction, the anticipatory grief outlined here is accompanied by an existentially disruptive planetary awareness; a growing comprehension of Thacker’s (2011) “world-in-itself” (earth as affected by human activity) and “world-without-us” (the planet in the abstract). 

The autoethnographic reflections here are grounded in reflexive consideration of my own positionality—as a middle class NZ European/Pākehā in the (post)colonial Pacific nation of Aotearoa NZ, as a PhD student focusing on Anthropocene worlds, and as a young person living in fear of the future. From this, I explore the significance of the existentially apocalyptic, as articulated across academic literature, globalised media circuits, and my own anticipatory anxieties. As Cunsolo and Landman’s (2017) collection reminds us, grief can be transformative, at once devastating yet also liberating. Mediated by creative writing and personal narrative, my submergence in the apocalyptic and its accompanying anticipatory grief similarly became part of a larger experience of “affective transformation” (Verlie 2022). In this paper I explore how critical contemplations of endings—cosmic, planetary, species, and personal—led me to an existential resilience (Ray 2020), and fortified my capacity to continue the work that these times of catastrophe and loss impress upon us.

