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L'objectif de cet atelier est de cartographier le lien problématique entre les discours de la 
contagion et ceux de l'énergie. Venez partager vos idées! La discussion s'ouvrira après une 
présentation en anglais de Megan Fernandez intitulée "Quarantine, Energy, Circulation" :

The recent ebola outbreak in Liberia is  an example of how energy is  conceived through the
paradigm of quarantine, where the battle between human vitality and disease virulence compete
on a globalized stage. The few photographs available inside and in the surrounding areas of a
particular Liberian slum tell a story about an infected wasteland. Contaminated mattresses and
medical  supplies  lie  in  a  seaside  dump,  classrooms  are  turned  into  isolation  wards,  health
workers  disinfect  corpses. These  images  and  stories  surrounding  the  ebola  outbreak  do
interpretive work of illuminating not only the vast difference in power and knowledge between
the first and developing worlds, but also, exploits the uncertainty of population control rendering
the slum into a mythologized, stigmatized “herd.”
This catastrophic situation illustrates the ways in which we imagine energy in the 21st century.
From  conversations  about  oil  dependency  to  newly  minted  ocean  wind  farms,  energy
consumption mediates our global economic relationships. In the media, we see advertisements
for energy boosts, energy drinks, and medications to boost sensation and sexual performance.
We want our internet to work faster, our cars to be more energy efficient, our customer service
representatives  to  be  more  affective  and  cheerful.  From  the  world’s  biggest  supercollider
recreating  cosmic  events  in  Geneva  to  the  most  experimental  work  on  transgenics  in
bioengineering,  how we imagine the  manipulation  of  energy spans across  every  conceivable
scale. In short, energy is never just one thing; it is a set of dynamic discourses that tell us how
we imagine human value and agency, sexual virility, labor potential, species determinism, and
economic  power.  Furthermore,  how we  “narrate”  energy,  particularly  in  the  context  of  21st
century  science  and  technology,  betrays  the  gendered  and  neo-imperial  ways  in  which  we
imagine cultural hierarchy and power.

Megan  Fernandes  is  currently  a  Visiting  Scholar  in  the  Department  of  English  at  Concordia
University, Montreal. Her research draws on modern and contemporary Anglophone literature,
science and technology studies, media philosophy, and poetics. Her current book project, The
Molecular  Age, examines  an  experimental  aesthetics  of  “liveliness”  across  20th/21st  century
Anglo- American culture – an era where the molecular sciences have transformed the parameters
of vitality. Employing feminist and ecocritical theory, the research investigates epistemologies of
the "vital" around scientific paradigms such as hygiene, contagion, mutation, plasticity, adn seek
to challenge biopolitical  formations that  have often ignored materialist  genealogies  from the
sciences.  


